URR DISTRICT SALMON FISHERY BOARD

Minutes of Board Meeting 
held at 7.00pm on Monday1st November 2021 

in the Maxwell Arms, Dalbeattie
Present:

R. Bellamy (Chairman)



W. Levi-Marshall




K. Irving




M. Emkes (by Zoom)




M. Law




J. Biggar




J. Seed



W.G.N. Gourlay (Clerk)
In Attendance:
J. Ribbens (Galloway Fisheries Trust) 




K. Galt (Galloway Fisheries Trust)
Observers:

R. Smith
1.
APOLOGIES 
A. Ferguson (subsequently)
2.
MINUTES OF THE BOARD MEETING OF 8th MARCH 2021

The Minutes were approved and signed by the Chairman.  
3. 
MATTERS ARISING

Matthew Law advised that subject to Sir Chips Keswick’s instructions he or Peter Trotman would jointly represent Auchendolly on the Board according to their availability for any meeting.  The Clerk advised that lack of contact was his fault because he had been using an incorrect email address.  The Clerk had spoken to Tony Graham who had stood down from the Board but appointed Joe Seed as his mandatory. 
There were no other matters arising not covered elsewhere in the Agenda.

4.
DRAFT MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF 19TH APRIL 2021

For information only the draft Minutes were circulated. 
5.
FINANCIAL REPORT

The Clerk reported that as at 31st October the credit balance at the Bank stood at £6,742.62, but there was an outstanding cheque for £4,440.00 due to Galloway Fisheries Trust which meant a net credit of £2,302.62.  22 proprietors/tenants out of 34 have paid their 2021 levy. 

The Clerk voiced his concern that the level of levy approved at the AGM would not be sufficient to support the working capital required.  But for late presentation of their payment by G.F.T. the accounts would have dipped into the red. 

6. 
DEBTS 


The Clerk has been accused of financial impropriety for not having gathered in all outstanding levies.  He explained that all were and are chased up in writing, but not always with success.  There is a hardcore of four bad payers.  The Clerk was instructed to raise a Small Claims Action for the arrears due by K. Gibson if he does not pay and to go in person to collect from Mr and Mrs Garton, Mr Corrie and Mrs Ashley.

The question of exemption from levy for the Kipp nettings was discussed.  In 2020 it had been agreed that no levy would be raised on these nettings if they were not exercised.  It was resolved that the fishery would be exempt for 2020, but as they were above the outflow point levy must be charged in 2021 and after. 

7. 
BOARD CO-OPTIONS

Following on from Minute 3, the Chairman welcomed Joe Seed to the Board. 
8.
GALLOWAY FISHERIES TRUST

Jamie Ribbens introduced Kenny Galt who has joined G.F.T. as Fisheries Biologist.  


2021 has been marked by a shortage of fish, not only in the Urr. 


A bright spot is the data from the timed electrofishing which had been produced by Rowan McCleary and was circulated.  This shows an encouraging increase from 2020 to 2021 for Salmon fry, after what appears to have been a good spawning winter and with salmon fry up to the top of the catchment for the first time in a number of years. 


Recording of the M.E.P. sites paid for by Marine Scotland had been undertaken. 


Comment had been made on the windfarm applications for Whiteneuk and Garcrago, in the case of the latter on the inaccuracy and inadequacy of the hydrology reports.  (For example the Urr being described as a tributary of the Dee!).  

Phil Dowling has completed his inspections identifying the priority areas on the upper river tributaries for habitat enhancement.  There has been no further progress with Blackmead Forestry Ltd to define and agree the climate mitigation work.


On the lower river further eradication work has been carried out for knotweed and giant hogweed.  A grant application for invasives control has been submitted to the Crown Estate Commissioners.  The application is tied to D.A.A.’s sub tenancy at Firthhead, but can extend from there to other sections that are affected. 


G.F.T. have been retained by Arup (on behalf of G.N.I) to specify and supervise bank and bed restoration at the pipeline crossing and downstream.
9.
ANY OTHER COMPETENT BUSINESS

The Clerk advised that it is proposed by the Government that revaluations of non-domestic subjects for rating purposes will be 3 yearly commencing in 2023 with the Tone of the list set from 2022 data.  The appeal window is reduced from 30th September to 31st July.  In making the assessment the Assessor will provide details of the calculations. 
10.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of the Board was appointed for 21st March 2022.  The AGM will be held on 25th April 2022 (note revised date). 


The Chairman closed the meeting at 8.45pm. 
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